News release: 25/4/17

Transition Stirling offers tool library services to communities of Stirling

[bookmark: _GoBack]Individuals and community groups across Stirling and Clackmannanshire are being invited to join the Transition Stirling tool library whose catalogue includes over 300 items which members can borrow; from sewing machines, drills, and saws to mechanical tools, gardening tools and cooking equipment.  Only the second of its kind in the UK, the tool library works just like an ordinary library, except instead of borrowing books, you can borrow all sorts of equipment.  
If you’ve ever found yourself in the frustrating position of having to buy a tool or piece of equipment which you’ll only need once or twice before resigning it to the garden shed or loft, you can probably appreciate the many benefits of borrowing instead of buying.  Transition Stirling, a local environmental charity, opened the tool library in the Stirling Arcade in 2016 and have recently received funding from the Scottish Government’s Climate Challenge Fund and the European Regional Development Fund to continue for another year.    
This year the tool library will be offering a delivery service for those who don’t regularly access the town centre or who have difficulty lifting larger items.  Transition Stirling are also introducing a new monthly ‘repair café’, bringing individuals together to learn how to mend broken items and give tired tools a new lease of life.  The tool library also hosts a series of workshops including sewing and mending workshops, upcycling workshops and a programme of growing, cooking and foraging workshops.
Project Manager Emma Erwin said: “We’re delighted to be able to run the tool library for another year and to be able to make it even more accessible to people through our new delivery service.  We’re also very excited to be encouraging and supporting people to learn new skills and help tool last longer through our repair café.”
To find out more about Transition Stirling, view upcoming events, the full tool library catalogue and become a member visit www.transitionstirling.org.uk.

Notes to Editors:
· The Climate Challenge Fund is a Scottish Government grant programme, managed and administered by Keep Scotland Beautiful, which provides funding and support for community groups to tackle climate change through local community-led projects. More at www.climatechallengefund.org 
· The Climate Challenge Fund is £9.97 million in 2017/18 and is a combination of £9.09 million from the Scottish Government and £0.88 million from the European Regional Development Fund. 
· The European Regional Development Fund comes from the European Structural and Investment Fund which helps to facilitate major investments to support transformational change and economic and social structural reforms across Scotland. 
· The Scottish Government is the Managing Authority for the European Structural Funds 2014 Programme. For further information visit their website or follow @scotgovESIF
